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       THE RESEARCHER 

The Gympie Family History Society Inc. 

PRESIDENT: Margaret LONG 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Dianne WOODSTOCK  (0419 224 628) 

SECRETARY: Bruce WOODSTOCK ph (0418 275 770) 

TREASURER: Lynnette FLEMING 

LIBRARIAN: Val THOMAS 

MEMBERSHIP: Bruce WOODSTOCK ph (0418 275 770) 

RESEARCH OFFICER: Faye KENNEDY 

email c/-   gfhs@spiderweb.com.au  

 

when writing to the Society, please enclose a self  

addressed stamped envelope for your reply. 

MAGAZINE EDITOR & 

EVENT CO-ORDINATOR: 

Dianne WOODSTOCK (0419 224 628) 

di@magicality.com.au 

POSTAL ADDRESS: P O Box 767, Gympie  QLD  4570 

Ph: 07 5482 8211  or phone secretary  0418 275 770 

STREET ADDRESS: downstairs at the Mary Valley Heritage Railway  

Station, Cnr Mellor & Chapple Sts, Gympie 

CORRESPONDENCE: All correspondence should be addressed to the  

Secretary:      to  gfhs@spiderweb.com.au    

or           P O Box 767 Gympie QLD 4570 

  

MEMBERSHIP FEES: Annual fees are: 

All due by 31st August each year 

Single Membership $35  

Family Membership $45 (Two members of an immediate 

family residing at the one address)  

PRO RATA till 31st August 2014:  

INFORMATION: Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those 

of the Gympie Family History Society Inc. 

WEB PAGE: www.gympiefhs.egympie.com 

 Dec to Feb Mar to May Jun to Aug 

Single Membership $30 $20 $10 

Family Membership $40 $30 $20 
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EDITOR’S COMMENT 

Our newsletter is published March, July & November. 

 

Don’t forget we are always looking for stories or maybe we can help you find who you are 

searching for : di@magicality.com.au  

If you would like to share the trees you are looking for and maybe make contact with others 

who may even be connected, tell me about it so I can tell the rest of Australia about it. It is 

amazing who reads our newsletter from far and wide. We send this to over 120 other socie-

ties so maybe the right person will pick up the next edition , and find he or she is your 

“missing link”. Its worth a try…...email me or ring me and I will do it for you. 

PS—Don’t forget if you would prefer to receive “The Researcher” by email—let me know 

and we are more than happy to do this as it is quicker—you can search for names easily and 

it saves us postage.  - we will send it as a PDF file so it is smaller to download. 

Di Woodstock 

MEMBERS 

The committee would like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone who 

has recently renewed their membership back to our society, without your     

support, we don’t exist, so THANK YOU. 

 

If you have not renewed your membership since mid August,  

please do so ASAP as we would love to have you back. 

  

LIBRARY HOURS 

 

 Wednesday     9.30am to 2pm 

Friday         9.30am to 12pm  

Saturday           1pm to 4pm 
 

We have some great projects on the go at the moment and it is so 

nice to have people getting involved. 

 

This has motivated us to look at many more items of interest for 

2014 and we would love to have you join in. 

You are only ever encouraged to do what ever you are able to do.. 
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 RESEARCH FEES 
 

Members  Free   (when visiting personally to the rooms and doing your own research 

     although we are happy to help guide you or if you are from 

      interstate and are not able to do your own research) 

Non Members $5 per visit to rooms (at our discretion) 

 

Mail & Internet Inquiries  

   $25.00 Australia       $30.00 overseas 

 

For Research Requests: 

 

email c/-   gfhs@spiderweb.com.au or mail to: GFHS,  P O Box 767, Gympie  QLD  4570 

 

The Research Process Explained: 

 

You make your enquiry, we then look to see what information we can find quickly—then 

we contact you to see if you wish to proceed and advise of the fees. 

 

If you do, we ask for $25 (or $30 overseas—to cover extra postage). Once payment is re-

ceived, we then investigate either your specific queries or start at the beginning and check 

cemetery records, BDM registers, local registers, school registers, pedigree charts, some 

shipping, local history books, Gympie Times records, previous cemetery crawl presenta-

tions, previous research requests, mining, electoral rolls and so the list goes on. 

 

We hold a lot of various local registers and cuttings and basic items you would find in a lo-

cal history library.  We also have access to the internet and can often suggest websites and 

ways of searching that you may not have thought of.  

 

We do many hours of ongoing research and then either email the information to you as we 

go, or mail packets to you so you have the hard copies.   We then also keep the information 

we have researched for you on file and it is then available to future people who may be re-

searching your names too.  Many times we have put people in touch with other searchers of 

their own trees. 

 

Our research people do so much more work than you would realise to help you in your 

search for information. Please feel confident that everything possible is done by our volun-

teers to supply you with any relevant information we may have in our library.   

 

The funds raised from your payments for our research, assist us with obtaining further re-

cords and to produce books and CD’s for easy access of family details in Gympie and the 

surrounds. 

 

Payment can be by either cheque sent to our P O Box as above or direct deposit into our 

Bank account is another option for those who feel comfortable with the method. Details of 

our  bank account are: BSB 645646 Account# 101763948 and is with Wide Bay Australia. 

We ask that you confirm by email to gfhs@spiderweb.com.au. if possible when you have 

made the payment. Then we can allocate your payment and get on with the research!  

Our research officer is still Faye Kennedy. 
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Interested in Cruises? 
 
The following information was forwarded for sharing by one of our members. These cruises 
look amazing and would be good value for money too.   
 
www.unlockthepastcruises.com/cruises/4th-cruise Is a link to the latest information for the  Cruise my 
friend Annette & I are booked for in February.    I have just taken the time to watch the Video of Chris Paton 
who is lecturing on our Cruise on Scottish records. (Video Link is on Lower right of the web page).   If you have 
Scottish background or want to know more about Scottish records it is worth spending the 15 minutes to 
watch the video.   Clear speech,  (not a hard to understand Scottish brogue)  and good information.  (I have 
no Scottish background, but found the information worthwhile – I am particularly interested to know that his 
guides as well as other Genie books are now available as e-books  from http://www.gen-ebooks.com/) and 
also Unlock the Past / Gould Genealogy 
  
Chris Paton explains that Scottish records were controlled by Scottish Law so there are many differences to 
what we know of how UK/English records were created. Sure its a sales pitch, but for individual researchers 
and / or Genealogical Society’s a wealth of information is available.. I sure hope other lecturers on the Cruise 
are at least as easy to listen to as Chris Paton.  These are the people who will help us. Along the way we may 
even be able to benefit our own research.  
  
You may even decide to go on one of the Cruises.  Chris mentions the 2014 /15 Cruises happening in the 
Northern Hemisphere.   I am sure if you tune into the above website from time to time your will find informa-
tion videos by some of the other lecturers on the Cruise. Also it is going to be interesting to see what records 
around the world are converted to e-books in the near future. Lots of resources already available through 
Gould Genealogy under the Archive CD Books labelling.  Gould is a very trustworthy supplier.  
  
Best wishes to all 
  
Audrey Dillon  
Ipswich Genealogical Society 

Your Committee 2013-2014 

 
We thought that perhaps we were going to have some new people turn up to the AGM this 

year as we have lots of members and things are starting to roll along very nicely in the Soci-

ety.  Although all of the existing committee members (except Elaine Jorgensen who is hav-

ing a break due to family commitments) were ok about staying in their positions, everyone 

was also more than happy to have new people come in as well.   

 

But we must be doing a good job as we only had our usual people come along and so we are 

all voted back in again. We do work very well together so that is a good thing and the Soci-

ety is very harmonious. We all get along, help each other, support the things that are planned 

and most of all, we are conscious that we all pay for the privilege of being a volunteer.... 

 

The main difference to the Committee is now I am the Vice as Brien Hughes felt that he was 

unable to continue in the position as his health is not as good as it could be. 

 

If you would like a copy of the financials from the AGM, please contact the secretary.  

 

So we are all back and very keen to make 2014 a fantastic year for the GFHS.  Ed 

http://www.unlockthepastcruises.com/cruises/4th-cruise/
http://www.gen-ebooks.com/
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NEXT GYMPIE CEMETERY CRAWLS 

 

Wednesday 19th March 

2014 
6.30 pm start      

 $5 per person incl light supper & a booklet   
Phone : 0419 224 628 (Di)  

(bookings preferred for catering & printing purposes) 

 

RAIN, HAIL or MOONSHINE—It is always on!  

The supper is lovely and the stories are pretty good too! 
We now have a fruit & vegetable tray raffle as well, drawn on the night, 

so bring a few extra $$$ with you 
 

 Meet at the shed at the Two Mile Cemetery  

 Wear suitable clothing as it can be a little cool in the evening 

 Wear good walking shoes as the area may be wet—dependant on the weather 

 Bring a torch if you wish—but this is not necessary. 

 

Next crawls are:  11th June  & 8th October 2014 

Cemetery Crawl report 

 

The next crawl is on the 19th March 2014 and I have yet to plan it. So any suggestions are 

certainly more than welcome.   

 

As mentioned in the last newsletter, there was thought of heading down into the Welsh and 

Jewish areas as the weather had been so dry. Usually we struggle to get that far down in the 

cemetery as it gets very boggy and wet underfoot with just a little bit of rain.  We had 25 or 

so book in and as per usual about 45 turned up. This is fine except that it creates a little bit 

of concern as to whether there will be enough books printed. 

 

We covered the whole Jewish area even though John Nathan had done quite a lot of research 

back in the early years when some of them were previously presented in an early crawl. I 

had also researched some of the Jewish people and their stories were in a recent Researcher 

newsletter as well. But also of interest was that there is a little section in the cemetery called 

the Hope of Israel and so two of the families were researched and shared. The rest of the sto-

ries were on some of the Methodist families that are in the area and this led to some very 

interesting discussions. One of the families (PACEY) was Methodist but interestingly, there 

is a Freemason symbol on the headstone and a few of the crawlers expressed surprise as it is 

not a common mix of Methodist and Freemason. I have included their story further in the 

newsletter and there is a query on a second symbol on the headstone which is very curious 

too. If you know what it is—please let me know. Di 
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ALL MEMBERSHIPS WERE DUE BY  
          1st SEPTEMBER 2013 

If you would like to renew and haven’t yet, then this may 

make it easier for you. 

Bank account details are  

BSS 645646 Acc#101763948  

and the bank is Wide Bay Australia  

if you wish to pay that way. Don't forget a reference on it. 

I have enclosed a membership renewal form  

and if you can complete it and email it to the secretary, and 

mention that you have paid your fees direct, that would en-

sure that you continue to receive this newsletter and all of 

the benefits of belonging to our great society. 

 

General Meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at the 

Gympie Family History Society rooms in Gympie at 9.30am.  

 

All members are more than welcome to attend and in fact are  

encouraged so you can participate as well. 

 

We are curious to know if we were able to move the monthly meeting to 

perhaps Saturday afternoon, whether more members might be able to     

attend. Please let us know.  

Do you recognise this 

symbol? 

If so, please can you let 

me know so I can share it. 

I have asked alot of peo-

ple and they would love 

to know as well. Perhaps 

a female Mason? 
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PACEY 
MPC 97 & 98 
 

This headstone reads: Richard 

Pacey, Rose Pacey and shows two 

symbols. The first one is the 

Square and Compass which is the 

Freemasonry symbol and the other 

is not yet identified. 

 

Actually buried here are four peo-

ple at least. Rose & Richard Pacey as well as one of their sons, Richard and also John Syd-

ney Pacey. 

 

Richard PACEY married Rose SLEAFORD on the very last day of 1896. Richard was 29 

while his bride was just 16. Perhaps there was a connection from Lincolnshire as Richard 

was born in Ewerby and Ewerby road runs into the middle of the township of Sleaford. Slea-

ford is also where the train line from Heighington (Rose’s area) ran into. Perhaps it was just 

the connection of “people from back home” that brought them together. 

 

They began their family with Frank being born a few months later on the 26th June 1897. 

Richard followed in November 1897. Richard was born on the 8th but sadly his older 

brother Frank died a few days later on the 20th. What a mixture of joy and sadness for Rose 

and Richard to welcome a little one in and then to say goodbye to their other baby. 

 

Their family grew a few years later with Arthur Robert in 1902, John William in 1904,  Jo-

seph Jackson in 1907, Alice in 1911 and Jane in 1913. 

 

By 1903, the electoral roll shows that the Pacey family was living in Rifle Range and Rich-

ard was a labourer. The Sleaford family was based at Deep Creek and some of Rose’s broth-

ers had moved up to Apple-tree Creek. 

 

1913 shows Richard & Rose had moved to Ranson Rd and Rose’s family had begun to drift 

away to Gladstone and Rosewood. However her brother Edward took up mining and be-

came married and lived in Laurie Lane in Gympie so Rose still had some family nearby. 

 

1922 shows that Richard and Rose remained in Ranson Road while their son Richard had 

headed slightly north to Childers where he was also labouring like his father. His uncle Ed-

ward Sleaford was farming a property called “Sunnyside” at Bauple while most of the rest 

of the Sleaford family spread to Mount Morgan and Rosewood. 

 

Sadly Richard died (the father) on the 5th April 1923. He was 56 years old. The Gympie 

Times on the 10th April tells more of Richard. “When Mr R Pacey, overseer of the Gympie 

City Council, was forced to cease work about 3 weeks ago, and seek medical advice, no-

body thought he was so near his end. He became a patient in hospital but his condition failed 

to improve and on Saturday he passed away at just 59 years of age. He had for 29 years been 

an employee of the GCC and recently took over the duties of overseer. He is survived by a 
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widow and family of seven children—three still attending school. One son was at the front 

in the Great War. The funeral on Sunday was largely attended, the GCC being represented 

by the Alderman, the PAFSOA and Father association by their members. The service at the 

graveside was preached by the Rev J E Everett.”  {Protestant Alliance Friendly Society Of 

Australia} 

 

He was also a member of the Freemason’s as the symbol on the headstone shows. The 1934 

electoral roll does list Jane still living in Ranson road although the rest of her family was 

listed as living in Pacey St. It is most likely that the house was on the corner of Ranson and 

Pacey. Her sons Richard (a labourer), John (a clerk) and Arthur (a clerk), together with Al-

ice (a shop assistant) were all living in Pacey St. The other son Joseph Jackson (a railway 

employee) and his wife Nellie Essie, were living in Musgrave St which is not very far away 

from the rest of the family.  

 

Rose passed away in 1938 and is buried here with her husband , son and John Sydney 

Pacey. 

 

The boys died in the following order: Arthur in 1953, Richard in 1955 and John in 1962. 

The Gympie Times reports on the 27th September 1955 the story of Richard’s passing. “A 

46 year old railway fettler was found dead in Bent St early Saturday morning. He was Rich-

ard Pacey, single of Pacey St. The Ambulance brigade was notified by Douglas Blaik of 

Bent St when he saw Pacey’s body lying in the gutter. An ambulance bearer pronounced life 

extinct. There are no suspicious circumstances.” Richard was  the son mentioned in his fa-

thers story who fought in the Great War. It also appears through various newspaper reports 

that there was an R Pacey who was a very active sportsman in Gympie, playing rugby. 

 

Also buried here is John Sydney Pacey who died in 1947. His father was George Pacey and 

so was the grandson of Richard and Rose. 

 

The PACEY arrival into Australia seems to begin with Richard coming on his own into 

Maryborough on the “Duke of Sutherland” on the 28th December 1886 when he was just 

19. Richard was born into a farming family in 1867 as his father Frank was an agricultural 

labourer. Richards mother died  in late 1879 when he was about 12 years old. As well as 

other younger siblings, he had a little sister born in early 1878 called Rose so the family 

would have been very busy with out the mother of the family.  

 

The SLEAFORD family was composed of Joseph and his wife Jane, together with Robert 

Arthur, Kate, Rose, Edward, Naomi, Ada and Joseph. They lived in Lincolnshire and Joseph 

was an ironstone miner. The family decided to come to Australia, the land of milk and 

honey and arrived into Maryborough on the 3rd February 1888 onboard the “Duke of Ar-

gyll”. Coming from winter in England to summer in Queensland must have been very trying 

for all of the families.  When she arrived, Rose was about eight years old.  

 
Researcher: Di Woodstock 

Sources:  The Gympie Times,  Ancestry.com, QLD BDM, Qld Electoral Rolls, NameSearch at the NLA, 

Trove website.  
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Membership Renewal Form 

 

Membership #:    

 

Surname:      Given Name:   

 

Address:  

 

Email:   

 
  (are you happy to receive newsletters by email?)  Yes     /     No 
 

Phone:   

 
(please amend above if any information is incorrect) 

 

Fees:  $35 for a single person 

 

   $45 for two persons at the same mailing address 

 
I/We hereby apply for membership renewal of  the Gympie Family 

History Society to 31st August 2013 and agree to be bound by the 

rules of the society.  

Signature/s  

_________________________________________ 

************************************************ 
Office use only:    Card:   Receipt         Computer           M/Ship Folder filed 

 

Amount Paid $   Method of Payment   Date Paid 

Gympie Family History Society Inc 

P O Box 767,  

Gympie  QLD  4570 
Ph: 07 5482 8211 
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Presidents report November 2013 meeting: 

To our members:  

Hello to everyone, 

I think this year has gone faster than last year. Thank you to those members who have renewed, it 
makes it a lot easier and to those of you who give some assistance it is greatly appreciated. 

We are forging ahead getting through Merlyn’s collection which is vast and so interesting. I tend to 
read a lot of the items so that takes up some time. Our Cemetery Crawls have been well attended 
and very popular. Thank you to those organising them. The one out of town was a great success. 

Our library is well on the way to being updated, thanks to those involved. Books are being indexed 
by John Nathan at a great rate. 

Our AGM went off quite well, much the same crew. Many thanks to Pam Tindal who chaired again. 

Lyn Fleming, with some help, is putting together information on WWI Gympie involvement and those 
on Honour Rolls. It is a big job. Any further help would be appreciated I am sure. 

We are having a Show & Tell on Saturday 23rd November, and I hope to see a good roll-up.  

We have missed Brien Hughes coming in but he has not been in the best of health, hope he im-
proves soon. To anyone on the sick list, best wishes for a speedy recovery. I would like to acknowl-
edge the generous donation of large scrapbooks and clear contact to cover them from Nextra News-
agency at Coles. Thank you very much. 

Our Christmas break will soon be upon us so I wish everyone a safe and healthy one and look for-
ward to seeing you all again in January, 

Merry Christmas from President Margaret 

RE-RUN of the Cemetery Crawl on Tour #1  

 

This day was very successful as we spent Sunday the 27th July 2013 on the 

road. We had lots of people come and join us and since then, there have been 

lots of orders for the books as people give them as gifts. 

 

We have had many people tell us that they were not able to make it on that day 

due to other commitments such as Church, family or prior bookings. 

 

Therefore we are going to re-trace our steps on SATURDAY 15th March 2014. 

 

The cost will still be $40 for the bus including the book. We can only have 32 

on the bus so be quick to book it. I anticipate an 8.30 start and back by about 

4pm (all being well). Last time we had an amazing lunch supplied by a local 

company and many people who brought their own, vowed to “not bother” next 

time when they saw the spread we put out. This is a separate cost of $15. 

 

This goes to Tiaro, Munna Creek, lunch at Dickabram Bridge, then Miva and 

to Gunalda on the way home.   Bookings are already being taken by Di on 

0419 224 628 or email di@magicality.com.au  
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When Widgee went to War 1914-1918:  

Since the previous newsletter was sent out, this project has grown massively. 

As we know, war was declared on the 4th August 1914 and the boys signed up in droves. 

As  2014 is the beginning of the 100 year anniversary of this event that created such changes 

in peoples lives, our Society has decided to embark on research and events as are many 

other groups and societies. However our aims are slightly different. We intend to accom-

plish the following and encourage anyone who is interested to come and be involved. 

1) A book sharing the effects, (before, during and after), the Great War had on the every-

day families of Gympie and its surrounding areas known as Widgee Shire. This will in-

clude the lead up to the declaration, the call to arms, the advertisements, the marches, the 

dances, the fund raising, the comfort boxes, the letters from family members and the little 

bits of stories that need to be recorded for the future. This book will be launched around 

the 4th August 2014 and will then be available for schools and other societies to use as a 

reference. Also for the families of Widgee Shire in memory of their men (and boys) who 

went away, many who never returned, and to honour those who came home.  This book 

will also include a list of the men who enlisted and this will then lead onto the next part of 

GFHS journey. 

2) The GFHS is aiming to then create a series of “The Gympie Diggers” Cemetery 

Crawls (both local and on tour) to present the stories of some of the men who did come 

home and are buried in either our Gympie Cemetery or in a surrounding one. These crawls 

will also include some memorials of those who didn’t come home but their names are in-

cluded on the family headstones.  The first of these Digger Crawls is to be held on the 6th 

August 2014 and we aim to ask some of the local cadets and musicians to assist us with 

ensuring that these Digger crawls are presented with dignity, respect and heart. 

3) From the list of men mentioned in the book above, we are already beginning the proc-

ess of finding the files of those who enlisted and we will be constructing a family tree for 

each consisting of spouse, siblings and parents as well as occupations. We are not concen-

trating on the actual battles and war details as they are already easily accessible on the 

Australian War Memorial website and many other places as well. These files all contain 

the stories of the person, their letters from home, their deaths or injuries, their overseas 

marriages, their heroism and their convictions. These files then will be used to create a 

series of books “Snapshots of Widgee at War—the stories of the soldiers” and these files 

and books will be continually added to over the years as more information comes to light 

and people contribute to the files. 

4) From these files will also emerge a series of small presentations. Each one will have 

two or three detailed personal stories being told of a man and his war, his life and his de-

mise. Perhaps with images on a screen behind the storyteller, and the letters being read by 

a family member..... 

 

Lyn Fleming has begun the research process and we now have a group consist-

ing of Eric Streat, Faye Kennedy, Val Buchanan & Marjorie Head putting to-

gether information on our local diggers. We are looking for people interested in 

doing the family tree research and the electoral roll searches after the files have 
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been put together. We are putting guidelines in place so that we have uniform 

research techniques and it is very nice to see people working together so well. 
 

I am acting as the co-ordinator for the events and the book so if you have any 

queries, please feel free to come into the rooms and volunteer to help out or 

just to ask. Lyn Fleming is also more than happy to show you how to research 

the servicemen and what is required. Stationery is supplied but we are cur-

rently applying for funding to continue this work and we may then be able to 

assist with internet usage—however we do have three computers at the rooms 

which are on line and you are more than welcome to come down and set your-

self up and start researching. 

 

We have supplied some USB sticks to those helping so that the records can be 

stored on them and then printed out at the rooms to help with ink. 
 

This is a perfect opportunity for anyone who is interested in the dossiers of the 

servicemen, has a few hours to spare and would like to be involved in preserv-

ing our war time heritage.  - Come along to a meeting or simply pop in and 

have a chat to express your interest. 

 

 

 

George Malcolm Waddell  

Rank: Lance Corporal 

Unit: 2nd Australian Light Horse 

Service: Australian Army 

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918 

Date of death: 23 December 1916 

Place of death: Egypt 

Cause of death: Killed in action 

Place of association: Gympie Queensland, 

Australia 

Cemetery or memorial details: Kantara War 

Memorial Cemetery, Egypt 

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914

-1918 War, Army 

 The back of the picture says:   

 G M Waddel   is actually WADDELL 

 Killed in action at Maghdarbah Egypt   23-12-18  

was actually 1916 not 1918 

 So be aware of incorrect information 
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Where do I go from Me? 

Must have done ok with the “Where do I go from me?” talk at the 

Gympie Library as they had me back again on Wednesday the 27th 

to show people how to work around the actual Family Tree program 

through Ancestry. The library files only allow for research through 

census records etc and no one can access other peoples trees on the 

system. So I aimed to take along my own file to show how to solve 

the “green leaves” that pop up and how to work in it. Sadly technol-

ogy beat us and this will be offered again in March 2014. 

 

I am happy to do this in the rooms if anyone is interested.  We are 

looking to run some workshops and invite speakers again as has 

been done in the past so keep an eye out for these events. Di 

SUMMER CLEANUP FOR GFHS ROOMS 

 

15th January 2014  

(Wednesday) 

9.00am start 
We are summer cleaning the rooms for a new 

start to the New Year. Please bring any clean-

ing stuff you have. We are going to clean the 

windows, clean out the cupboards & the storeroom, re-box stored in-

formation into plastic bins and whatever else needs doing to put a 

sparkle on the place. 

 

We might even shout for LUNCH!!! 

 
We had a great turnout this year and it made such a difference to the 

way the rooms felt afterwards. The library became more open and 

easier to be in. Because we did so much this year—next year will be 

so much easier. 
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Many many years ago.... 
 

We received a grant towards the printing of a book about the Chinese commu-

nity in Gympie.  For many various reasons this has never been completed.  The 

money is still in the bank waiting ........... 

 

As a committee, we have decided that this needs to be finalised.  After much 

discussion, it has been decided that there is no need at the moment to put to-

gether a book about the various Chinese families who were so much a part of 

the community. Some of the families have been written about in other locations 

and we would like to put them together at some stage.  

 

However until then, we are going to put together a booklet with as much infor-

mation as we can about general every day things that were attributed to the 

Chinese peoples living here. They were market gardeners and fed much of the 

population. They had ingenious water lifts, had laundry wash houses (in fact I 

have been told that my shop at 53-55 Mary St was a Chinese Laundromat at 

some stage in the early years) and of course worked the goldfields. 

 

So if anyone has general information, especially photographs or reports or sto-

ries in writing about this group of peoples, we would very much appreciate you 

contacting us.  We would like this to be finalised by Chinese New Year in Feb-

ruary 2014 if possible so PLEASE ACT QUICKLY. 

 

The other thing that we are working on in regards to this Grant is a plaque to be 

placed on a large sandstone rock in the Pagan area of the Gympie Two Mile 

Cemetery to acknowledge the Chinese people who were buried there and also 

in Tozer Park Rd. 

 

It will be a bronze plaque and we are looking to have something like the fol-

lowing wording on it, together with an etched picture. 

 

If anyone has any objections to the following wording, please let us know 

ASAP. 

 

This plaque is placed in acknowledgment of the huge contribution made by the 

Chinese community during the formation of our town, Gympie,  

and the surrounding areas.  

From the very beginning to the current day.  

Many of their descendants still remain here. 
{The Gympie Family History Society on behalf of the people of Gympie} 

2014 
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE   {Please note that some prices have changed} 
 

 MINING ACCIDENTS SERIES by Betty D’Arcy, information on mine accidents from the annual 

reports of the Mines Dept. (Qld) Volumes 1-14 (1878-1945). Cost per volume $13 plus p&p B,           

order whole set add p&p E, order 5 copies add p&p D 

 

 PIONEER REGISTER of families of Gympie and Surrounds (pre 1900) $30 plus p&p B 

 PIONEER HEADSTONE BOOK of Tozer Park & King Sts Gympie $30 plus p&p B {updated} 

 

 A GOLDEN FUTURE 1867-1967 Stories, reports & photos of Gympie (photocopy version) $15 p&p B 

 

 125 YEARS OF THE ONE-MILE SCHOOL by Jan Wegert & Elaine Thomson $12.50 p&p B 

 

 HISTORIC SKETCH OF GYMPIE 1867-1927 Stories & photographs of people & events of that 

period, includes index. (photocopy version) $15 plus p&p B 

 

 Roll of Honour Board 1914-1918 by Greg McGuire. Names shown on the tablets at Memorial Gates, 

Mary Street, Gympie, includes burial details  $15 plus p&p A 

 Roll of Honour Board MONKLAND STATE SCHOOL, GYMPIE by Greg McGuire $18 P&P A 

 Roll of Honour Board ONE MILE STATE SCHOOL, GYMPIE by Greg McGuire $18 P&P A 

 Roll of Honour Board TWO MILE STATE SCHOOL, GYMPIE by Greg McGuire $14 P&P A 

 Roll of Honour Board GYMPIE HIGH SCHOOL by Greg McGuire $30 P&P B 

 

 COOLOOLA COAST CEMETERY (Tin Can Bay & Rainbow Beach) transcribed 2001. Headstones, 

burial register in date order. Cost $15 plus p&p B  

 

 GYMPIE CEMETERIES 

1. Headstone Transcriptions to 1995  $25 p&p C 

2. Burial Register 1866-1994. King Street, Tozer Park Road & Two Mile cemeteries $35  p&p C 

3. Burial Register 1995-1999 Two Mile Cemetery, Cooloola Coast Crematorium register of burials in  

 other towns $15 plus p&p A 

4. Burial Register 2000-2004 Two Mile Cemetery, Cooloola Coast Crematorium register of burials in 

 other towns $15 plus P&P A 

 (Set of all 4 books) $90 plus p&p D 

5. Cemetery Crawl on Tour #1 (Tiaro, Munna Creek, Miva & Gunalda) $15 plus p&p B 

 

 THE GYMPIE TIMES 2005 Personal Notices. Births, Deaths & Marriages, Wedding Anniversaries, 

Funerals & Memorials for the 2005 year. $15 plus C 

 

 GYMPIE TIMES SERIES 

1. 1868-1874 Births, deaths and marriages, funerals and miscellaneous  

2. 1875-1884 Births, deaths and marriages, funerals 

3. 1885-1889 Births, deaths and marriages, funerals 

4. 1890-1894 Births, deaths and marriages, funerals & in memoriam 

5. 1895-1899 Births, deaths and marriages, funerals & in memoriam 

6. 1900-1904 Births, deaths and marriages, in memoriam, wills/probates  

7. 1905-1909 Births, deaths and marriages, in memoriam, inquires/court 

 (Set of all 7 books) $95 plus p&p D     or   each book  $15 plus p&p A 

 

 GYMPIE CEMETERY CRAWL BOOKLETS Presentations of headstones by our members.  

 Approximately 10 names described  per booklet. Includes some photos of headstones.   

 Cost $3 each plus p&p B for 3 booklets (we are up to book 29 now) (ask for a list of names) 

 CEMETERY CRAWL ON TOUR #1 (21st July 2013) Presentations for Tiaro, Munna Creek, Dick-

abram and Gunalda Cemeteries   {NEW BOOK}  $20 plus P&P A 

 

Postage codes:  A=$4  B=$5      C=$8  D=$10  E=$16  to any part of Australia 

 

See  inside front cover for where to order. 


